
UNLV Uses 
Epson Laser 
Projectors for 
Pregame Show 
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The world famous pre-game 
show for the UNLV Runnin’ 
Rebels men’s basketball 
team already had fireworks 
and pyrotechnics. And the 

department wanted to match the scale of those effects 
with something that had so far only been seen in NBA 
shows. When you call Las Vegas home, there is no such 
thing as too big or over the top. 

Dan Abdalla of 4Wall Entertainment has a history with 
the University of Nevada - Las Vegas Athletics program. 
And so when they had some big ideas about expanding 
their immersive pre-game show with projection-
mapping across Tarkanian Court at the Thomas & 
Mack Center, they approached him: “They had seen 
this kind of thing done in NBA games and other arenas,” 
explained Luke Lytle, also of 4Wall Entertainment. 
“And the program was looking to up its image on its 

pregame show.” As associate athletics director for 
content creation and fan engagement Megan Caligiuri 
enthusiastically explained, “We are proud to have one 
of the best entrances in college basketball at UNLV, but 

“ We are proud to have one of the 
best entrances in college basketball 
at UNLV, but we are always seeking 
innovative ways to enhance the fan 
experience. Being that Las Vegas is 
the epicenter of entertainment and 
novelty, enhancing our pregame show 
with 3D Video Projection Mapping 
seemed like the perfect fit.”   
– Megan Caligiuri, Associate Athletics Director
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we are always seeking innovative ways to enhance the 
fan experience. Being that Las Vegas is the epicenter 
of entertainment and novelty, enhancing our pregame 
show with 3D Video Projection Mapping seemed like 
the perfect fit.” 

For Caliguiri, Abdalla’s recommendation was enough: 
“Dan Abdalla recommended Epson's state-of-theart 
projection technology that is capable of producing 
a high-tech laser show similar to what NBA teams 
have recently done.” According to Lytle, Abdalla knew 
exactly which product to recommend to accomplish 
this mammoth task: the newest Epson large format 
laser projectors in their Pro L Series. These were the 
“perfect fit for what they had, budget, timeframe,” in 
part because 4Wall Entertainment has long had a great 
relationship with Epson. 

According to Epson, the Pro L25000U Laser WUXGA 
3LCD Projector w/ 4K Enhancement is the world’s 
first laser projector to reach 25,000 lumens1 with 4K 
enhancement2. It combines a laser light engine with 
inorganic components for extraordinary brightness 
and reliable, 24/7 operation, 25,000 lumens of color 
brightness and 25,000 lumens of white brightness1, 
4KReady lenses, native WUXGA resolution with 4K 
Enhancement Technology, sealed optical engine, 
3G-SDI and HDBaseT™ connectivity. It also incorporates 
advanced built-in Edge Blending and auto image 
calibration and can accept 4K signal and enhances 
1080p for output that surpasses Full HD image quality. 
This makes it more user friendly and allows them to 
easily be added to fit into a pre-existing rig. The state of 
the art technology allows for instant on/off functionality, 
reducing the wait time for cool down that projectors 
traditionally require. 

Previously, the biggest challenge to large-scale 
projection-mapping to an organization like UNLV would 
have been cost. Large scale projection equipment that 
would be bright enough and big enough was just not 

accessible to anyone but the largest corporations 
or richest customers. Accessing the projectors, once 
installed, can be costly, and with laser you don’t have 
to replace lamps, you simply have to access once a year 
to replace filters, which saves money. And 4Wall is in a 
position, as a rental company, to provide them to UNLV 
for a monthly maintenance fee rather than the large cost 
up front. So UNLV could implement the idea without a 
huge up-front overhead investment. 

Ultimately, eight Epson Pro L25000U laser projectors were 
installed in the existing lighting rig above the Tarkanian 
Court at the Thomas & Mack Center. The fit neatly between 
the already hung lighting fixtures and didn’t require a 
huge reinstall. The biggest challenge for the project was 
the extremely short timeline. The team from 4Wall had 8 
days from completed install to the first pre-game show. The 
flexibility of the projectors made this possible and allowed 
for the time needed to tech the show itself. 

Accessing the projectors, once 
installed, can be costly, and with laser 
you don't have to replace lamps, you 
simply have to access once a year to 
replace filters, which saves money.  
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In order to seamlessly merge the content and distribution 
system to display one large image over the entire court, 
content creators “oogoog productions developed the 
content and used the Zenn Immersive System for content 
distribution, programming all projectors to converge, 
allowing one large image to play over the entire court,” 
explained Lytle. The design uses pixel-mapping to trace 
out the court and alpha mask creation for accuracy. 

Using content also created by oogoog productions, 
the show begins with a tracing out of the lines on the 
basketball court. The animation then breaks up the floor 
and includes 3D projections of sharks jumping in front 
of the oppositions bench (a fan favorite) and fireworks 
effects synced with the real pyrotechnics. There is also 

a montage of game play and video introductions of all 
of the players. “We’re excited to take our pregame show 
to another level with this innovative technology. We 
see this as a game changing opportunity that engulfs 
our fans into a show comparative to one they might 
experience in a professional sports arena,” said Caligiuri.. 
“At the same time the projectors are flexible enough for 
a simple change in content and use elsewhere within 
the university, including sponsorship logo displays, 
important announcements and more – creating an 
all-around convenient and reliable display solution.” 
Unsurprisingly, the Epson projector system was a huge 
hit in the 10 home games this season. The UNLV Athletics 
Department hopes to integrate it into next season as 
well, bringing the Runnin’ Rebels show up to par with 
the NBA teams using similar technology and effects. 
Caliguiri and her team were thrilled: “Epson, oogoog, 
4Wall Entertainment, Learfield, community partners, 
and the Runnin' Rebel Club's support demonstrated an 
unwavering commitment to bring this vision to fruition. 
Teamwork, technology, and an understanding of the 
Runnin' Rebels storied history and exciting future made 
this project a successful reality.” 

1 Color brightness (color light output) and white 
brightness (white light output) will vary depending 
on usage conditions. Color light output measured 
in accordance with IDMS 15.4; white light output 
measured in accordance with ISO 21118. 

2 4K Enhancement Technology shifts each pixel 
diagonally by 0.5 pixels to double the resolution and 
surpass Full HD image quality.


